
Inclusions
•	 Return economy class flights from 

Australia to Africa. Taxes included
•	 8 nights in good quality hotels  

(3½-4½ star)
•	 4 nights on board luxury Nile cruise 

ship (5 star Egyptian standard) in an 
outside cabin, including all meals

•	 3 nights at a Zanzibar beach resort
•	 5 nights in African lodges (4-4½ star)
•	 2 nights in a luxury tent in the heart of 

the Maasai Mara
•	 21 breakfasts
•	 12 lunches 
•	 15 dinners, including group welcome 

and farewell dinners
•	 English-speaking locally based 

Egyptologist guides in Egypt
•	 English-speaking locally based guide in 

Zanzibar
•	 English-speaking locally based driver/

guide in Kenya (max 6 people per 
vehicle)

•	 2 economy class flights within Egypt
•	 3 economy class flights within Africa^
•	 Light plane flight within Kenya 
•	 4 night luxury Nile cruise
•	 Sightseeing as detailed by the itinerary
•	 Airport transfers on the first and last 

day of tour
•	 All touring in air-conditioned vehicles 

(excluding open safari 4WD)
•	 Entrance fees to all national parks and 

reserves are included
•	 Tipping Made Easy, $195pp prepaid 

(Egypt only) 
 
^ not included with tour only package

 
Note: tipping payable locally for Kenya 
& Tanzania, suggested amounts are 
approximately $15-$20pp US per day

Not included:  travel insurance, excess 
baggage, visa fees (if applicable), meals & 
beverages not specified on itinerary, tips 
for service personnel, personal expenses.

At Encounter Travel we offer holiday 
groups for solo travellers. All trips 
are age-matched so there’s more 
chance you’ll share your journey with 
likeminded travellers.

Visiting destinations across Australia 
and around the globe, choose from 
short escapes to adventure trips and 
leisurely touring.

About Us

Contact Us

TOP 5 REASONS TO BOOK 
1.	 Age-matched holiday groups
2.	 Travel with like-minded singles
3.	 Tours provided by leading tour operators
4.	 Early bird savings with many tours
5.	 Room-mate matching option

Holidays for Solo Travellers
Encounter Travel

Prices Per 
Person AUD

Twin
Share

Single
Room

Tour & Airfare 
Package from 
Australia 

$14995 $16845

Tour Only 
(excludes 
international 
flights)

$13190 $15040

Prices correct at time of publishing but are 
subject to change should circumstances 
dictate. 
 
* International airfare ex Australia is valid 
from: Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide, Brisbane 
& Perth. Once the ticket is issued penalties 
are incurred for changes, and in some cases 
airfares may be non-refundable. A reservation 
with cancellation terms is sent to you, prior to 
ticketing for your review, and acceptance. 
 
Refer to final page for full details of pricing 
information and further information about 
airfares.

 
 

Tour Prices

Encounter Travel
Monday to Friday 10am to 5pm  
(Sydney time) 
 
Phone   : 1300 653 692
Fax	 :  02 8001 6196
Email	 : holidays@encountertravel.com.au
Web	 :	encountertravel.com.au
 
ATAS Accreditation No. A10439

TOP 5 REASONS TO BOOK 
1.	 Age-matched holiday groups
2.	 Travel with like-minded solo travellers
3.	 Tours provided by leading tour operators
4.	 Early bird savings with many tours
5.	 Roommate matching option
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Pre Tour Stay, Cape Town 
We encourage travellers to arrive the day 
prior to the tour commencement, to allow 
time to adjust to the new time zone . The 
cost of the additional hotel night of stay 
applies.   

DAY 1 – FRIDAY 23 MARCH 
Depart Australia

 
DAY 2 – SATURDAY 24 MARCH 
Arrive In Cairo

‘Ahlan Wa Sahlan’ to mesmerising Egypt 
and its capital, Cairo. Egypt’s history 
covers more than 5,000 years and 
encompasses the origin of civilisation, 
the rise of the Greeks and Romans, the 
establishment of the Jewish, Christian 
and Islamic religions, the colonial era, 
and finally, a return to independence. 
This evening we’ll enjoy a group welcome 
dinner. 

Meals: Dinner

DAY 3 – SUNDAY 25 MARCH  
Cairo

This morning we visit the last remaining 
wonder of the ancient world and the 
oldest structures in existence, the 
Great Pyramids of Giza! We’ll also see 
the nearby Sphinx, the Step Pyramid 
of Sakkara and the ancient capital 
of Memphis, where in ancient times 
pharaohs endured amazing tests of 
strength and stamina to prove they still 
has the power to rule. 

Meals: Breakfast

DAY 4 – MONDAY 26 MARCH 
Cairo

Today we explore the lively heart of Cairo. 
Our first stop is the Egyptian Museum, 
home to the priceless treasures of 
Tutankhamen and many other historic 
artefacts. We’ll also visit the Citadel, the 
Mohammed Ali Mosque and explore 
the 14th century Khan El Khalili Bazaar, 
famous for both its typical and unusual 
souvenirs, as well as handmade crafts. 

Meals: Breakfast

DAY 5 – TUESDAY 27 MARCH 
Cairo - Luxor - Nile Cruise

We fly to Luxor on the banks of the Nile 
and visit the beautiful temples of Karnak 
and Luxor, linked by the impressive 3km-
long Avenue of Sphinxes. 

Embark Cruise: This afternoon we’ll board 
our luxury Nile cruise ship. Cruising the 
Nile is the best way to experience Upper 
Egypt – along the way we’ll witness local 
Egyptians going about their everyday 
lives.

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

DAY 6 – WEDNESDAY 28 MARCH 
Nile Cruise

This morning we discover the Nile’s West 
Bank and explore the area known as the 
Necropolis of Thebes, visiting the Valley 
of the Kings and the imposing Temple of 
Queen Hatshepsut, as well as the Colossi 
of Memnon dedicated to the Pharaoh 
Amenhotep III. 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

DAY 7 – THURSDAY 29 MARCH  
Nile Cruise

Cruising down the Nile, we stop at Edfu’s 
magnificent Temple of Horus, dedicated 
to the Falcon God. One of the best 
preserved temples in Egypt, it provides 
an excellent idea of how all the temples 
once looked. We’ll then visit Aswan’s 
impressive Kom Ombo double temple 
complex. 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

DAY 8 – FRIDAY 30 MARCH  
Nile Cruise

This afternoon we’ll relax on an afternoon 
cruise along the Nile on board a 
traditional felucca sailboat. 

Special Experience: Today we explore 
amazing Abu Simbel. The twin temples 
here were originally carved out of the 
mountainside during the reign of Pharaoh 
Ramses II in the 13th century BC, as 
a lasting monument to himself and his 
queen, Nefertari.

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

DAY 9 – SATURDAY 31 MARCH 
Nile Cruise - Aswan - Cairo

Disembark Cruise: After breakfast we 
disembark the cruise and explore Aswan.

We’ll visit the Temple of Isis on Philae 
Island, once a pilgrimage place for 
worshippers of the goddess of Isis. We’ll 
also see the engineering miracle of 1960 
that is the High Dam and the Unfinished 
Obelisk. This afternoon we’ll fly back to 
Cairo. 

Meals: Breakfast
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DAY 10 - SUNDAY 01 APRIL 
Cairo - Zanzibar

The day is at leisure to rest and relax or 
explore more of Cairo. This evening we 
enjoy a group dinner to farewell Egypt 
before our overnight flight to Zanzibar, via 
Doha. 

Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

DAY 11 – MONDAY 02 APRIL 
Zanzibar

‘Karibu’ to the tropical spice island of 
Zanzibar, famous for its white sandy 
beaches and the warm turquoise waters 
of the Indian Ocean! 

Meals: Breakfast

DAY 12 – TUESDAY 03 APRIL 
Zanzibar

This morning we explore historic Stone 
Town. Highlights of our tour here include 
the House of Wonders, Sultan’s Palace, 
the Old Museum - and the market, where 
you can shop for various local fruits and 
some of the spices the island is famous 
for. 

Meals: Breakfast, Dinner	

DAY 13 – WEDNESDAY 04 APRIL 
Zanzibar

Spend the day enjoying the beautiful 
resort at Kiwengwa Beach. 

Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

DAY 14 – THURSDAY 05 APRIL 
Zanzibar

Enjoy the day at leisure to relax and soak 
up the resort atmosphere, or explore 
some of the picturesque fishing villages 
that are scattered along the coastline. 

Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

DAY 15 – FRIDAY 06 APRIL 
Zanzibar - Nairobi

Enjoy the morning at leisure to relax or 
explore, before our flight to Nairobi later 
this afternoon. 

Meals: Breakfast

DAY 16 – SATURDAY 07 APRIL 
Nairobi

Today we’ll visit The David Sheldrick 
Wildlife Trust, run by Dr Dame Daphne 
Sheldrick, which rescues and rehabilitates 
orphaned elephants and rhinos from 

ivory and horn poachers. We’ll then enjoy 
a visit to the Giraffe Centre and get up 
close and personal with these majestic 
creatures from the raised platforms. Later 
we’ll enjoy lunch at the Karen Blixen Coffee 
Garden, followed by a visit to the adjoining 
Museum. 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

DAY 17 – SUNDAY 08 APRIL 
Nairobi - Mt Kenya National Park

Escaping the city, we travel to Mount 
Kenya National Park, home to Africa’s 
second-highest peak, Mount Kenya. We’ll 
enjoy lunch on arrival and then explore 
the forest on foot with a local ranger this 
afternoon. 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

DAY 18 – MONDAY 09 APRIL  
Mt Kenya National Park - Samburu 
National Reserve

Today we travel north through rich farming 
areas and cross the equator before arriving 
in Samburu National Reserve, famous for 
its spectacular game viewing. After lunch 
we’ll head out on our first game drive in 
search of some of the wildlife unique to the 
area – the reticulated giraffe, Grevy’s zebra 
and the Somali ostrich. 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

DAY 19 – TUESDAY 10 APRIL 
Samburu National Reserve

Keep an eye out for Samburu’s diverse 
range of wildlife including lion, buffalo 
and cheetahs, as well as the famous ‘red 
elephants of Samburu’ on morning and 
afternoon game drives today. 

Special Experience: Visit a Samburu village 
and school to learn about ‘a day in the life’ 
of a Samburu woman and her children.

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

DAY 20 – WEDNESDAY 11 APRIL 
Samburu National Reserve - Lake 
Nakuru National Park

We travel through part of the famous Great 
Rift Valley this morning. There’s a chance 
for us to spot the endangered black rhino 
in beautiful Lake Nakuru National Park 
today. We’ll also participate in a tree-
planting ceremony at our lodge before an 
afternoon game drive. 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

DAY 21 - THURSDAY 12 APRIL 

Lake Nakuru National Park - Lake 
Naivasha

Today we travel to magnificent Lake 
Naivasha and famous ‘Elsamere’, the 
home of the late Joy Adamson, author of 
“Born Free”. Its rich heritage and idyllic 
scenery make it the perfect place to enjoy 
afternoon tea and visit the house which 
contains memorabilia from the “Born 
Free” film. 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

DAY 22 – FRIDAY 13 APRIL  
Lake Naivasha - Maasai Mara

We travel to the famous Maasai Mara, 
one of the world’s finest game reserves 
characterised by its wide open plains 
and rolling savannahs, dotted with the 
occasional tree. This afternoon we’ll enjoy 
a game drive, spotting elephants, giraffes, 
zebras, gazelles and lions! 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

DAY 23 – SATURDAY 14 APRIL 
Maasai Mara

Our day in the Maasai Mara is devoted to 
discovering more of the incredible wildlife 
on morning and afternoon game drives. 

Special Experience: This evening we’ll 
enjoy an unforgettable bush dinner under 
a beautiful blanket of stars.

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

DAY 24 – SUNDAY 15 APRIL  
Maasai Mara - Nairobi - Australia

Today we bid farewell to Africa and begin 
our journey home. 

Meals: Breakfast

DAY 25 – MONDAY 16 APRIL  
Arrive In Australia

Itineraries are subject to change, due 
to circumstances outside of our control. 
If there is any itinerary change prior to 
departure of significance we aim to inform 
you prior to travel.  Itinerary changes 
while on tour will be informed by your tour 
leader/guide while on tour.



parks are dirt roads. Some travel days 
are also very long. Per tour, you will find 
a list of the different vehicle types used. 
Most excursions are by 4WD so if you 
suffer from a back condition we highly 
recommend that you consult your doctor 
before booking. If you wear contact lenses 
we recommend bringing glasses as well, 
in case of irritation caused by dust.

You need to be able to: walk at least 
3.5km or 2-3 hours on uneven ground, 
without a walking aid; climb short, 
steep hills; be prepared to board small 
boats; and also carry your own bags 
as porter services may not always be 
available.

Passengers who are 70 and over will be 
required to obtain a doctor’s clearance 
before travelling.

ABOUT THE MEALS 
It’s regular that our trips include welcome 
dinners and farewell dinners for our 
groups. In addition, we include other 
group dining experiences to ensure 
that everyone can enjoy the benefit of 
travelling and dining as a group.  There’s 
nothing better than to share a meal 
with new friends and discuss the day’s 
adventures.  
 
As a standard, Encounter Travel limit 
special dietary requests to Vegetarian, 
Gluten Free, Lactose Intolerant and 
Diabetic. Additional intolerances to those 
fore-mentioned, are the responsibility of 
the traveller. For any additional special diet 
requests you must seek our advice and 
consultation.

•	 We make special dietary requests on 
behalf of our travellers to our ground 
operators, cruise operators, and/or any 
third party that operate components 
of The Holiday where meals or snacks 
are provided as part of The Holiday 
inclusions. We cannot guarantee that 
all or any of the third parties will meet 
the request in part or full. 

•	 We can offer guidance on each of 
The Holidays as to the suitability of 
The Holiday for you in relation to your 
special diet request.

•	 Requests made after booking your 
holiday that cannot be met will not 
entitle you to any refund of monies 
paid. Any lacking or failure from any 
of our operators to cater for your 
special diet does not give claim to any 
compensation whatsoever.

GETTING THERE 
 
Arrive to:  Cairo, EGYPT 
Depart from:  Nairobi, KENYA

VISAS 
You must hold a valid passport with a 
minimum of six 6 months validity from 
your return date to your home country.

EGYPT: A tourist visa is required to enter 
Egypt. The cost of the visa is $60 for a 
single entry. 

TANZANIA: A tourist visa is required to 
enter Tanzania.  The cost of the visa is 
$95 each time you enter the republic.  You 
must enter Tanzania within 90 days of the 
visa being issued.  

KENYA A tourist visa is required to 
enter Tanzania.  The cost of the visa is 
approximately AU$75 for a single entry.   
 
Visa fees correct at time of publishing but 
subject to change without notice. 
 
HOTEL CHECK IN /CHECK OUT TIMES 
Consider the hotel check in time on 
arrival and the hotel check out time on 
departure. 

Early Check In 
If your flight arrives well in advance of the 
hotel check in time, then we recommend 
travellers consider booking an additional 
night at the hotel the evening prior to 
guarantee a morning check-in. Early 
check in without payment can be 
requested, and is at the discretion of the 
hotel, but cannot be guaranteed.

Late Check Out 
If your flight departs after the hotel check 
out time we recommend that you make 
an enquiry with us about securing a late 
check out with payment.  Some hotels 
will require payment in full of the next 
night of stay while others may have a rate 
for a late check out such as a payment 
to extend check out until 6pm as an 
example. 

Late check out can be requested but 
without payment cannot be guaranteed.

THE PACE  [3 out of 5]
To get the most from your tour you 
will need a good level of fitness and 
mobility and an open mind. Travelling 
through Africa is mainly done by road. 
A high percentage of roads are not 
sealed and most tracks within national 
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LUGGAGE RESTRICTIONS  
 
Because of the limited storage space 
in light aircraft and safari vehicles in 
Africa, please note the following luggage 
restrictions for this tour.

•	 A soft bag is required

•	 There is a maximum weight of 15kg per 
person

  
WEATHER 
 
CAIRO 
Cairo has an arid, desert climate which 
means that the day time temperatures 
are always warm and the nights are cool. 
Unlike other climates there are two distinct 
seasons, a long hot summer from May until 
October and a mild winter from November 
to April. This being said the most popular 
times for travel to Egypt are between 
the months of October and May as the 
temperature and humidity are the most 
comfortable. 
 
ASWAN 
Aswan has a subtropical desert low 
latitude arid hot climate. The annual 
average temperature is above 30 degrees 
Celsius and the seasons are split into two 
distinct categories, summer and winter. 
The summer months tend to be the hottest 
and most arid whilst the winter months 
are much cooler. Rain is extremely rare in 
Aswan with only 1mm falling on average 
in the city in the course of the year and 
generally falls in May. 
 
ZANZIBAR 
Weather patterns in Zanzibar follow that 
of mainland Tanzania very closely with 
the wet season from March to May and 
January and February experiencing heavy 
afternoon showers. The dry season is from 
June till October with temperature varying 
depending on altitude and location but it is 
usually fine, clear and sunny. 
 
NAIROBI 
Kenya enjoys a tropical climate. It is hot 
and humid at the coast, temperate inland 
and very dry in the north and northeast 
parts of the country.

TRAVEL MEDICAL INFORMATION 
 
Please visit your medical practitioner for 
advice. 
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PRICE INFORMATION FOR 
TOUR & AIRFARE PACKAGE 
 
Flights included with the group tour are 
detailed with a quote.  
 
If the fare class for our tour & airfare 
package sells out, an airfare surcharge 
in addition to our tour & airfare package 
price may apply. This will be advised at 
the time we issue the quote. Quotes do 
not guarantee availability and at the time 
of confirming your booking with a deposit, 
availability will be advised. 
 
Day/Date Variations:  
Due to airline flight schedules and 
availability, day of arrival and day of 
departure may vary depending on your 
city of departure. If additional nights 
of stay are required, the cost of the 
additional nights of stay applies.

Taxes & Fuel Costs:  
Tour & airfare package includes air 
taxes to the value of $500 per person for 
Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Adelaide 
and Perth. Taxes and fuel surcharges 
change regularly so above levies are 
shown as a guide only. At the time final 
monies are due the amount for the airline 
tax & fuel surcharge will be updated if 
there has been any change. 
 
Upgrading Economy Fare to Business 
Class Fare with Points:   
The airfare included in the package 
may not allow the use of flyer points to 
upgrade. However, there is the option 
of paying a surcharge where we would 
book the airfare which does allow you to 
upgrade. The surcharge can be quoted at 
time of requesting quote and is subject to 
availability. 

Tour Only: 
The tour only option excludes 
international flights to tour starting city, 
Cairo and departure city, Nairobi. Also,  
international flights between African 
countries are not included. Only the 
internal flights within Egypt, and one 
internal flight Nairobi to Maasai Mari, 
Kenya are included with the tour only 
option. 
 
If you opt for the tour only option you 
must obtain from us in writing the flights 
you need to book to ensure your arrivals 
and departures coincide with the group 
airport transfers for the itinerary.

 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS
Full terms and conditions are available 
on the holiday website. Information was 
correct at the time of publishing however 
some details may change without notice.  
ABN 23 119 642 992


